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In May of 1982, in the course of an archaeological reconnaissance of the Vieques
Nava1 Reservat1on, conducted by Ecology and Environment, Inc., Linda S. Robinson noted
and stone scattered about ‘the ground.

In July of 1982, on behalf of the U.S. Navy, Michael A. C1nqu1no, of Ecology and
Environment, Inc., and a small team of investigators, returned to the site of the
original find, to sample, and provide preliminary information for the site. At this
time the ground surface was closely inspected in the site's vicinity and a single
test pit 30 X 30 cm in size, was dug. These investigations indicated an extensive
surface scatter of prehistoric refuse and intact subsurface midden deposits. -Con-
sequently, it was recommended that further testing be undertaken at the site to
determine specifically the nature of the prehistoric deposits encountered.

In October of 1983, Cinquino, in collaboration with Carmine A. Tronolone of Ecology
and Environment, Inc., headed a small group of investigators to conduct a more thorough
study of the deposits at Algodones 3. The site was mapped, its surface was systemati-
cally sampled, and ten additional test pits were dug for the purpose of ascertaining
the extent, both horizontal and vertical, of the deposits at the site. The ten exca-
vations, ranged in size from 30 X 30 cm to 50 X 50 cm, and in places encountered
intact midden deposits to a depth of 15 cm where bedrock was encountered. The
test1ng served to suggest that the average depth of the deposits is between 5 and 15 cm,
covering an area of about 2,200m¢, and that the hwlltop area had not been subjected
to much past disturbance.

The investigations resulted in the discovery of numerous artifacts, many of which,
exhibited diagnostic traits, as well as numerous items of ecofactual.remains.  All of
the pottery found is of the Elenoid style and can be dated to Cultural Periods 4E and

- 4F (c. 900-1300 AD). Non-ceramic artifacts recovered from the site/include the
following items: 5 petaloid celt fragments, 2 reused; 3 probable flakes, small and
large; 4 fire-cracked rocks or unmodified pebbles and cobbles; 2 or 3 Strombus shell
~celts or chissels; 1 Strombus shell punch; 1 Strombus shell pick; 6 unmodified or heavily
weathered Strombus shell fragments; and 1 unidentified bone tool, jpossibly an awl.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Algodones 3 site is one of only a few sizeable aboriginal sites to be found with
M, Deposits at the site were found
to maintain a great deal of their origitnal integrity, and are undisturbed except for

the minor effects of erosion in places. They have produced numerous aboriginal arti-
facts and ecofacts representative of several. hundred years of occupation, by a single
cultural tradition, and as such are of substantial scientific interest to the study

of the prehistory of the region. Consequently, the archaeologists who have investi-
gated the deposits at Algodones 3, believe it should be Tisted in the National Register.



nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Cinquino, Michael A., Carmine A. Tronolone, Charles E. Vandrei, and Gary S.
Vescelius, Cultural Resource Reconnaissance Survey for the Vieques Naval
Reservation, Prepared by Ecology and Environment, Inc., Buffalo, New York,

1984.

EQJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _—

UTM REFERENCES

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE ) COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE - COUNTY CODE
[§1F ORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE

Michael A. Cinquino and Carmine A. Tronolone (Senior Archaeologists)
ORGANIZATION ' DATE

Ecology and Environment, Inc. 19 October 1984
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

PO Box D (716) 632-4491
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Buffalo New York 14225

E¥ CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMM DATION

YES.,Z._ NO____ NONE

Arch. Mariano G Coro
STATE HISTORIC PRES{RVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby nominate this property to the National Register, certifying that the State
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days in which to present the nomination to the State Review Board and to
evaluate its significance. The ‘evaluated level of significance is X National State Local.

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE

TITLE JCL /4/%0/6/ 5/;11/5{ A(%(_ [5/\/4, /77/) DATE.

""A:L REGISTER o

DATE ..

DATE

57 ,z/v

¥
L

KS;EPER JF THE NATIQNAL REGKSTER

GPO B99-214




Form No. 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET " ITEMNUMBER 7 PAGE 1

A moderate amount of celt fragments is present at the site, though none seem to have
been used principally as ce]ts, The two most complete examples were later used as
hammering and pounding or picking tools. A fairly low incidence of flakes is~present,
except those produced by use; mo hammerstones are represented. Shell tools of conch

lips including celts, chisels, a punch, and a pick are more common than stone tools at
this site. This is of interest, m An
ocher stain present on one rock is probably one 0 Stones that has a n band of

ocher seams, which are exposed when they fracture. These apparently are of local origir
and therefore the stone may not be an artifact. Some fire-cracked rock and unmodified:
pebbles were found, all of which are probably of local stone. In summary, the most
significant features of the site is the predominance of celts reused for pounding at

the exclusion of celts used for o S as the abundance of shell tools
and possible tool blanks .

The shell refuse at the site consists mainly of burgao (Cittarium pica) shells,
which tend to be associated with Elenoid components on Vieques. Also present in large
numbers, are the clam shell Codakia orbicularis and Lucina pensylvania. Other
mollusk species represented in the collections are listed on a form summarizing
cultural materials by provenience which is included with this nomination form.
array of species indicates that a number of different 1ittoral environments were
exploited by the aboriginal inhabitants of Algodones 3. These include shell

This

ediate vicinity of the site,

- aborigin ants of the site were practicing agriculture, exploitable soils of
good agricultural potential are located at some distance from the site.




